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Every quarter the Soul of Nations Foundation likes to
shine a spotlight on some of the exciting work and
grassroots efforts of our past youth program attendees.

MADELINE LAMB

Meet Madeline “Maddie” Lamb (Mvskoke/Creek &
Mojave) from Oklahoma. Maddie is a SONF Alumni
member and has participated in two programs. In 2018
she was a participant in the inaugural Indigenous
international: Digital National Project in Santa Fe, New
Mexico. Maddie is currently a participant in the
Indigenous International: Green Architecture Project in
Rwanda. Maddie previously attended the Institute for
American Indian Arts and is now a graduating Senior at
Fort Lewis College, where she is studying
Communication Design.

We are shining a spotlight on Maddie to highlight her
entrepreneurial endeavors and honorable art-activism.
Maddie is the CEO of Holatte Hokte Creations, which is
an Indigenous-led beadwork company. Maddie is also a
passionate advocate for shedding light on the Missing
and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW) epidemic.

Holatte Hokte derived from the Mvskoke words for a blue
girl. To Maddie, blue represents calmness, the ocean,
and the sky. When Maddie beads, she am reminiscent of
her ancestors and her Tribes ways and traditions. It is how
she reconnects and centers herself; beadwork tells a
story and shows expression. She hope to inspire others
and encourage young Indigenous women to see the
importance of preserving cultural heritage through art.
Each piece that she creates is unique and handmade with
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love. By purchasing items on her website, you are
helping fund her education, bills, and passion.

The Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women

(MMIW) epidemic affects Indigenous peoples in Canada
and the United States, including the First Nations, Inuit,
Métis (FNIM), and Native American communities. It has
been described as a Canadian national crisis and a
Canadian genocide. The numbers are staggering. Our
women and girls are being taken from us in an alarming
way. Our women are murdered at a rate 10 times higher
than other ethnicities and it's the third leading cause of
death for our Women. The majority of these murders are
committed by non-Native people on Native-owned land.
Because of the lack of communication between state,
local, and tribal law enforcement, it's difficult to begin the
investigation process.

BINGHI & FLYING ROOTS

Bignhi and FlyingRoots are an artist-collaborative duo of
audiovisual-performative artists from Kigali, Rwanda.
Together, they specialize in spoken word, video
installation, and sound. Both Bignhi (also known as
Cheryl Isheja) and FlyingRoots (also known as Natacha
Muziramakenga) are participants in the Indigenous
International: Green Architecture Project in Rwanda. We
are shining a spotlight on FlyingRoots to highlight some
of their audiovisual works and creative approach towards
feminism displayed in their recent bodies of work entitled
Fragma 1 and Communion.

Congrats on all of your accomplishments! The Soul of
Nations Foundation team is very proud of you!


https://youtu.be/tb9fy2zsrk4
https://youtu.be/Lo105U6DWXY
http://www.holattehokte.com
http://www.holattehokte.com
https://youtu.be/tb9fy2zsrk4
https://youtu.be/Lo105U6DWXY
http://www.holattehokte.com
http://www.holattehokte.com

ARTITS MENTOR:
NANIBAH HACON

Meet Nanibah “Nani” Chacon. Nani is a Dine (Navajo)
and Chicana artist and currently serves as an artist
mentor for the Green Architecture Project in Rwanda.
Most recognized as a painter and muralist. Nani was born
in Gallup, New Mexico, and grew up both in both Navajo
Nation and New Mexico. Her most notable work has
been within the public arts sector, in which she has a
cumulative experience of over 20 years. She began a
prolific career as a graffiti writer and continued this
practice for the next ten years.

In 2005, she began exploring other mediums and
developed a strong aptitude in painting, illustration, and
design. In 2012, she returned to the public eye creating
work on walls. Soon this work transpired to creating
Murals and large-scale public works. A return to working
on walls and in a public setting was a natural progression
that facilitates the content of her work as well as a
personal philosophy that art should be accessible and a
meaningful catalyst for social change.

In 2003 she received her Bachelor in Education from the
University of New Mexico. Community-based arts and
educational integration are also a key component of the
work Nani creates. Her work has been recognized for its
unique style and attention paid to site-specificity, as well
as the integration of socio political issues affecting
women and indigenous people.

Nani has created works both Nationally and
Internationally, working with multiple organizations and
institutions. The most notable works were for the
National Endowment for the Arts, California Endowment
of the arts. US consulate and Embassy in Russia, NM
Public Arts Foundation, National Museum of Mexican Art
Chicago, Navajo Nation Museum, National Hispanic
Cultural Center, and the Museum of Native
Contemporary Art.
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DESIGN MENTOR:
NOELLA NIBAKUZE

Meet Noella Nibakuze from Kigali, Rwanda. Noella is
currently serving as an architectural design mentor for
the women-led Green Architecture Project in Rwanda.
Noella has been a Design Associate at MASS since 2017
and is a registered architect with 7 years of experience.
As a Design Associate, Noella works on architectural
design, construction administration, building technology,
and sustainability.

Before being a Site Architect for the Rwanda Institute for
Conservation Agriculture, a 1400 ha campus in Bugesera
District, she worked on the design of Masaka Affordable
Housing project, a high-density and sustainable model
for affordable housing in Rwanda set on a 5 ha site.
Before joining MASS, Noella was an Architect at Studio 4
Architects in Rwanda, where she worked on housing
complexes, residential units, hotels, and education
facilities including Vision City Estate, the biggest
residential housing project in Rwanda to date. She
completed her Post-Graduate degree in Architectural
Technology at the Tshwane University of Technology in
Pretoria in 2012.

Noella has an interest in projects that have a positive
impact on vulnerable communities in Africa and hopes to
improve people’s lives through a built environment that
promotes sustainability and justice. In 2018, Noella
participated in the United States’ TechWomen program
as an Emerging Leader.

Thanks so much Nani and Noella for helping to lead our
next generation of Indigenous and African youth in the
right direction. The Soul of Nations Foundation team is
very grateful for your mentorship and solidarity!



